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While stories of forced and unforced human migration are almost as old as storytelling itself, the 
advent of humanitarian crises in Central America, Syria, and North Africa in recent years has 
brought new moral and political urgency to the many questions that accompany the figure of the 
migrant: Who is the migrant? What claims does she have on a receiving country? To what 
extent does he require policing and surveillance? What, if anything, do we owe them? 
Responses to these questions are not only matters of law, ethics, or policy; they are also 
matters of story. Put another way, our answers to these questions are closely tied to the stories 
we hear, tell, and teach about who migrants are and why they seek to move within and between 
countries.  

Historically, and especially in the United States, stories of migration have trafficked in relatively 
benign clichés about plucky dreamers moving South to North or East to West in search of 
opportunity. However, that romantic image of the migrant has lost much of its appeal in 
countries in the global North. Today the migrant is often perceived as more threat than dreamer. 
Thus, we believe that it is particularly important that we work to circulate other, more humane 
narratives about who the migrant is and why she is here in one place and not in another. 
Furthermore, given the pressures of complex and shifting historical and global realities, migrant 
narratives are often intertwined with narratives of trauma, social justice, and even climate 
change. Engaging with the diversity of migrant stories is therefore all the more urgent, and we 
believe that imaginative literature and literary nonfiction have important roles to play in 
facilitating such engagement.  

Moving Fictions (https://sites.udel.edu/movingfictions/), a collaborative web project developed 
by Dr. Emily Davis in Fall 2018, is one resource we will explore with Fellows. This project was 
designed to promote the discovery of and engagement with migrant narratives via a multimodal 
intervention into public storytelling about this topic. Our proposed seminar for the Delaware 
Teachers Institute invites participants to draw from and possibly  contribute to the resources 
available on the site. We will begin by reading a series of excerpts from literary fiction and 
nonfiction by contemporary authors featured on the Moving Fictions site. Our first few seminar 
sessions will be focused on identifying prominent themes in the readings (e.g. climate migration, 
migration and trauma, migration and social justice). Additional resources and topics will emerge 
as we work with the Fellows to research and write curriculum units that offer students richer, 
more nuanced accounts of migrant experience. 
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